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MISSOULA--
Mr. and Mrs. Richard R. Hanson of Amherst, Va., used to take their children to 
dance concerts whenever outstanding companies performed in the area. It was at a 
concert by the Jose Limon Company that their daughter Ella, at the age of 7, dis­
covered that she was going to be a dancer.
She remembers the revelation vividly. "I was transported by the amazing 
beauty and ability of the dancers," she recalls, "and although I could not then 
put my feeling in words, I sensed that Jose Limon was the embodiment of the good­
ness and nobility human beings can achieve. I knew that I wanted some day to be 
part of what was happening on that stage."
Ella continued to go to dance concerts and she also studied dance, first under 
her sister at her mother's studio and later with professionals.
During the years that Ella was growing up in Amherst, Paul and Leah Magruder 
of Chicago were taking their son Mark to see Martha Graham and other dancers, in­
cluding Jose Limon. Mark enjoyed the concerts but liked sports better. When he 
was 1n high school, he was city backstroke swimming champion of Chicago. His 
dancing was pretty much restricted to Saturday night rock and roll.
But that was before he entered Columbia College of Chicago as a music major 
and took a class in modern dance as an elective. At 18 he caught the bug that 
Ella Hanson had succumbed to at 7. He joined the Shirley Mordine Company in 
Chicago but felt out of place with the other dancers, who were all of 25.
(over )
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About this time, Mark's father bought some farmland in Wisconsin, triggering 
in Mark the ambition to become a farmer. In the next few years he completed a 
three-year course in agriculture at the University of Wisconsin, Oshkosh, special­
izing in beef and swine, and finished a fisheries course at Oregon State University.
At Oregon State he took some dance classes and in the summer of 1975 studied 
in New York City with Murray Louis, who advised him to devote full time to being 
a choreographer and a dancer.
In 1975, Mark Magruder entered the University of Illinois to work for a BFA 
in dance, having arrived by a circuitous route at the place Ella Hanson had 
reached by a more direct path. She had never swerved from her goal and after 
taking a B.A. in drama/dance at Sweet Briar College in Virginia was now a candidate 
for an M.A. in dance at the University of Illinois.
In 1977 Mark and Ella received their degrees. They were on their honeymoon 
in Minnesota's north woods when Mimi Garrard got in touch with them. She had 
seen Mark perform and wanted him to audition for an opening for a male dancer in 
the Mimi Garrard Dance Theatre in New York. Mark got the job, and a little later 
Ella also won a place in the company.
Performing in New York and touring with the Garrard Dance Theatre, one of the 
first companies to use computerized lighting, made 1977-78 an exciting year for 
the Magruders--but despite the professional gratification, they had qualms about 
living in such a violent environment. When the tenant in the apartment below 
theirs was stabbed, they made haste to find a job in a more serene setting. For 
the next two years they shared a position at Ripon College in Wisconsin.
Their time in Ripon was productive and busy. They constituted the Ripon 
College dance department, taught dance to grade-school pupi1s under a grant from the 
Green Giant Corporation, and became the parents of a son, Conan, now 2L>. But 
they were in a precarious position for a couple with family responsibilities.
(more)
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They needed more job security than was afforded by a dance department dependent for 
survival upon grants.
They sent out resumes, and among the schools that invited them for interviews 
was the University of Montana. "When we saw Missoula and the University, it was 
love at first sight, Ella says. Mark adds, "We are buying a home at Grant Creek 
and hope to stay in Missoula."
At UM, as at Ripon, the Magruders split a full-time position.
One of the most rewarding of their assignments is directing and performing 
in the University Dance Ensemble's annual fall concert, presented this year Nov.
20, 21 and 22.
They are equally enthusiastic about their everyday teaching, and they enjoy 
working with students from all academic disciplines, not just dance majors. They 
find athletes particularly apt students because, like dancers, they possess agility 
and poise.
One such athlete, who took a class with Ella, is Kevin Young, a football 
player who is redshirting for the 1981 season and who is expected to bolster the 
Grizzly defense in 1982 and 1983. He credits the class with helping him improve 
his coordination and balance and calls Ella "a really fine teacher." Similar praise 
of Mark's courses is heard around campus.
It is the common belief hereabouts that the Magruders are a community 
treasure.
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